IMPKKSSIOXS OF (JKNKRAL BOOTH 213
you mean chat if was / \\ho did the talking, not Ha-gaa.L \\V1I, /vr/id/\v ! did/
Si>mi* people think that Genera! Booth is conceited,.
4 Ic IN a pity that the old gentleman is so vain,1 a highly-placed person once said to me.
I answered that if he or 1 had done all that (Heneral Booth has done, we might be pardoned a little vanity,
In truth, however, the charge is mistaken, for at bottom i believe him to be a very humble-minded man, and one \\ho does not in the least overrate himself. This may he gathered, indeed, from the tenor of his remarks on the subject of his personal value to the Army, that I have recorded at the beginning of this book.
What people of slower mind and narrower views may mistake for pride, in his case, I am sure, is but the impatient and unconscious assertiveness of superior power, based upon vision and accumulated knowledge. Also, as a general proposition, 1 believe vanity to be almost impossible to such a man. So far as my experience of life goes, that scarce {'feature, the innately, as distinguished from the accidentally eminent man, he who is fashioned from Nature's golfl, not merely gilded by circumstanro, is never vain.
Such a man knows but too well how poor is the fruit of his stlpremest effort, how marred by secret